for his major contributions to the understanding of physiological and pathophysiological mechanisms involved in pulmonary vascular function. There he gave a talk on "Unraveling the Mysteries of Acute Lung Injury: Cell Death and Survival Pathways as Targets of Intervention."
Sami codiscovered the molecule vasoactive intestinal peptide (VIP) with colleague Viktor Mutt, PhD, at the Karolinska Institute in Stockholm, Sweden, and went on to publish several scientific papers on the topic. Devoted to an active career, Sami was never too busy to give advice and guidance to young investigators in the field.
"He was a true gentleman and always supportive of younger investigators," says Nicholas S. Hill, MD, Professor of Medicine and Chief of the Pulmonary, Critical Care, and Sleep Division at Tufts University School of Medicine in Boston and former President of the ATS. Nicholas met Sami at an ATS conference 31 years ago when Sami congratulated him on his presentation. "He was always hoping to see the compound [VIP] commercialized for therapeutic use in pulmonary hypertension. Unfortunately, he never lived to see that hope realized."
Sami will always be remembered for his contributions to the field of pulmonary circulation and widely respected for his research, which will continue to help develop novel therapeutic approaches for patients with pulmonary hypertension. He never retired.
Sami is survived by his sister, Nadia Behmann; his brother, Mufeed Said, MD; two nieces; and four nephews.
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